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The Seminarian Lay Committee at St. Luke’s 

Today’s seminarian has the potential to be tomorrow’s bishop, 
and the Seminarian Lay Committee carries out an important 
role in the formation process.  

Scott Parnell, St. Luke’s 
current seminarian, hails 
from the Diocese of West 
Texas. He plans to return 
there after he completes 
his studies at Virginia 
Theological Seminary. 

During his tenure at St. 
Luke’s, in fulfillment of the 
fieldwork requirement for 

his degree, and before ordination to the priesthood, Scott 
spends 12 hours a week in the parish. Scott works closely with 
Tuck, but members of the Seminarian Lay Committee, Anna 
Courie, Rob Lamb, and Carlo Uchello, also offer support, 
guidance and feedback to him.  

Anna, Rob and Carlo meet monthly with Scott.  When asked to 
describe the work of the committee, Carlo said, “Our goals are 
to listen, to give feedback, to empathize, to support, and to 
challenge our seminarian in his journey to being ordained.  We 

Linda Riley and Scott Parnell converse 
during coffee hour 

1

	  “Suppose	  that	  a	  Catholic,	  a	  
Protestant,	  a	  Jew,	  and	  an	  
agnostic…were	  locked	  up	  in	  the	  
bowels	  of	  the	  Harvard	  Divinity	  
School	  library,	  put	  on	  a	  Spartan	  
diet,	  and	  not	  allowed	  to	  emerge	  
until	  they	  had	  hammered	  out	  a	  
consensus	  document	  on	  who	  
Jesus	  of	  Nazareth	  was	  and	  what	  
he	  intended	  in	  his	  own	  time	  and	  
place.	  	  An	  essential	  requirement	  
of	  this	  document	  would	  be	  that	  it	  
be	  based	  on	  purely	  historical	  
sources	  and	  arguments.”	  	  What	  
would	  such	  a	  document	  
conclude? 
	   
That	  is	  the	  question	  asked	  by	  
Father	  John	  Meyer,	  a	  Catholic	  

            See STUDY GROUP, page 3 

MOVIE NIGHT: Please join us in the church library on Saturday, November 7 at 
7:30 p.m., to watch the movie “God’s Not Dead.”  

Join	  us	  for	  a	  festive	  dinner	  6	  pm	  Saturday,	  November	  14	  to	  celebrate	  and	  
give	  thanks	  for	  the	  wonderful	  success	  of	  the	  God	  the	  Giver	  Annual	  Pledge	  
Campaign.	  	  Children	  are	  welcome	  and	  childcare	  will	  be	  provided	  for	  
those	  who	  want	  it.  – Stewardship Chair Tom Hargrove	  	  	  	   



 

 
2 

November 4, 2015 Saint Luke’s Episcopal Church, Alexandria, Virginia 

    
Spotlight on Children’s Choir 

Rehearsals begin Nov 8 

  
 

 

  St. Luke’s Episcopal Church is pleased to announce a new children’s choir for  
 grades 2 through 5. The children’s choir will meet weekly at 11:30-12:15 on Sunday 
mornings in the choir room starting Nov. 8th. In addition to rehearsing songs for this year’s 
Christmas pageant on Dec. 20th, choristers will receive vocal training, learn musicianship skills 
and sight-reading, and will receive mini lessons on the liturgy and various topics in music history. 

Please spread the word, and invite others to join in our music ministry. This is a great way to 
welcome families from the community who are otherwise not involved at St. Luke’s. If you are 
interested or know someone who may be, contact Kate Weber-Petrova at 
KateWP@saintlukeschurch.net.  

Why should a children's choir program be an integral part of congregational worship and 
of church life? 

First of all, children's choirs give children an opportunity to serve their church. Sunday school, Vacation 
Bible school, and other activities minister to children, but joining a choir gives children a chance to 
minister to others through music. 

Second, participation in a choir gives children an opportunity to take a leadership role in the service. It 
gives them a sense of responsibility for the ministry of the church and helps them identify with the 
traditional form of worship as they grow to adulthood. Third, children's choirs provide opportunities to 
build Christian character. A choir is a team with a common goal; the qualities of promptness, self-control, 
cooperation, and commitment must be developed in choir members if the group is to accomplish its 
purpose of praising the Lord. 

Fourth, children's choirs are part of the education process. When children sing Scripture, they remember 
it for a lifetime. Reflecting on the message of the song as they sing instills understanding of spiritual 
truths and knowledge of God. 

Finally, unchurched families can be drawn to the church through their children's involvement in the 
worship services. Sometimes 20 percent of my choir has been made up of unchurched children—and 
half of their families have joined our church before the end of the year. 

- Excerpt from Building a Children’s Choir, by Diane McMurrin, ©1986 Faith Alive Christian Resources 
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November 
• All Saints Day/Day School Sunday (Nov 1) 
• Movie Night: God's Not Dead (Nov 7) 
• Healing Service and Veterans Day Sunday (Nov 8) 
• Young Life Fall Dessert Fundraiser (Nov 8) 
• Stewardship: Dinner (Nov 14) 
• Concerts at St. Luke's (Nov 21) 
• Community Thanksgiving Service at MV Presbyterian (Nov 25) 
• Thanksgiving Day, service at 11 and dinner at noon (Nov 26) 
• Advent Begins (Nov 29) 

December 

• Grace Pratt's Ordination at Holy Comforter in Vienna (Dec 12) 
• FISH Groups Cocktail Party (Dec 12) 
• St. Luke's Children's Christmas Shop (Dec 13) 
• Greening of the Church (Dec 19) 
• Christmas Pageant (Dec 20) 
• Christmas Eve Services (Dec 24): 5 and 10  pm 
• Christmas Day: Holy Eucharist at 11 am 
• Church office closes December 25 and January 1 

Mark your calendars!!! 

STUDY GROUP, continued from page 1 

Parishwide Events of Note: 

LAY COMMITTEE, continued from page 1 
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learn about our seminarian’s background and his academic program, and work to help him integrate more 
quickly into the day-to-day life of the parish.  The exact content of our meeting is up to us to determine.  
We are free to discuss pastoral theology or provide feedback on his sermons, or to simply discuss our 
individual spiritual journeys and what’s happening in our lives.”  

Carlo also offered an invitation:  “While we’ve already held a few meetings we would love to include 
other parishioners who may be interested in joining us.”  
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priest	  and	  professor	  of	  the	  New	  Testament	  at	  Notre	  Dame,	  in	  his	  series	  of	  books	  entitled	  “A	  Marginal	  
Jew:	  	  Rethinking	  the	  Historical	  Jesus.”	  	  Meyer’s	  study	  seeks	  to	  uncover	  the	  Jesus	  of	  history	  using	  rigorous	  
modern	  historical	  research	  methods	  and	  will	  be	  the	  basis	  of	  a	  “study	  group”	  at	  St.	  Luke’s	  starting	  in	  
January	  (several	  copies	  of	  vol.	  1	  of	  the	  “Marginal	  Jew”	  series	  are	  available	  at	  the	  Fairfax	  County	  Public	  
Library	  or	  can	  be	  ordered	  online).	  	  Please	  note	  that	  this	  is	  an	  academic	  study	  and	  as	  such	  there	  are	  likely	  to	  
be	  topics	  and	  discussions	  that	  challenge	  how	  we	  currently	  understand	  our	  faith.	  	  Nonetheless,	  we	  
encourage	  interested	  people	  to	  bring	  their	  questions,	  curiosity,	  and	  an	  open	  mind	  to	  take	  a	  rigorous	  look	  
at	  the	  “marginal	  Jew”	  Jesus,	  his	  times,	  his	  ministry,	  and	  his	  impact	  in	  Roman	  Palestine.	  
	   
Our	  introductory	  meeting	  will	  be	  held	  on	  Monday,	  January	  11	  at	  6:30PM	  (location	  TBD)	  and	  on	  the	  second	  
Monday	  of	  the	  month	  thereafter.	  	  If	  you	  are	  interested	  in	  participating	  or	  if	  you	  have	  any	  questions,	  please	  
contact	  Chris	  Koppen	  at	  ckoppen@avancerhp.com. 


