
Minutes of the Vestry 
November 14, 2017 

 
PRESENT: Don Hazen, Cathy McPeek, Grace Pratt, Skip MacMichael, Brian Tringali, 
Frank Morgan, Mike Tindle, Suzanne Reynolds, Greg Fortsch, Beth Wells, Terri O’Connor, 
Tuck Bowerfind, Susan Bentley 
Absent: Chris Weaver, David Tucker, Melissa French 
 
Summary of Actions and Decisions of this meeting: 
The following items were approved:  
• Motion to provide seed funding for an Instrument Longterm Repair and Maintenance 

Fund. 
• Motion to accept the October 2017 minutes and Treasurer’s Reports. 
 
Formation 
• At 7:05 p.m., Tuck Bowerfind opened the meeting with prayer. 
• Terri O’Connor presented a reflection on church and finding a spiritual connection. 
• Sr. Warden Cathy McPeek led the meeting, and welcomed Tuck back from Sabbatical, 

thanked Grace, and noted that it was an honor to serve as Sr. Warden during this period. 
The Silent Auction was a great success, many Vestry members attended.  FISH Group 
gatherings are happening now.  Cathy also noted that once the Stewardship campaign is 
over, attention will turn to the budget.  Also, we have three small study groups forming 
at this time. 

• Judy Bryan dropped off proposals for Community of Hope International (COHI).  A 
handout was distributed, and Tuck noted that they have funds and need a committee 
action to approve.  A vote will be taken at the next meeting. 

• Cathy read a thank you note from Nancy Morrissey for the Sr. Saints Luncheon, and 
everyone thanked Sue Reynolds for her work on the lunch. 

 
Information 
• Don Hazen provided some information on loan planning in the FOSL Report to the 

Vestry; Alan Hope (Treasurer), Finance, and FOSL met to look at the payoff approach.  
There was general agreement that $100,000 from FOSL would not be sufficient.  Mike 
Kerr, former Treasurer of the Diocese and CEO of the Trust met with the team.  Ala is 
proposing payment of $36,000 in December 2017 or January 2018, $50,000 later in the year, 
and in Fall 2019.  The Finance Committee will be meeting before Thanksgiving and will 
present recommendations to the Vestry for approval.  Cathy noted that Mike Kerr was 
impressed with our financial situation; our return on our investments, YTD, is 12%.  
Discussion followed; we have a commitment to the Day School for the playground.  The 
loan payment expenditures won’t impact planned and necessary projects such as the roof 
and air conditioning condensers. 

• Tom Hargrove, Stewardship, updated the Vestry on the Stewardship Campaign; we have 
24% of the total to raise with a “lost lamb hunt".  Folders with calling instructions were 
distributed, and each member of the Vestry and Stewardship Committee selected around 4 
names to call.   

• Don Hazen described an issue that is personal to him: the 8 o’clock parishioners feel that 
they are second class at St. Luke’s, when many are longtime Episcopalians.  This is 
especially the case with regards to youth acolytes.  Don questions how a policy change (to 
not have youth acolytes at 8) was made.  Grace noted that there was not a policy change, 
but that the chalicers were okay without acolytes and it was difficult to get acolytes and their 



families to serve at 8.  Discussion followed.  It was agreed that policy decisions should 
involve the Vestry, and that an announcement would be made at the 8 o’clock service.  Don 
and Skip noted that the absence of youth acolytes is a big change and may hurt the 
impression of visitors to St. Luke’s. 

 
Decisions 
• Carl Questad was asked to serve as a youth member on Vestry, but he cannot attend until 

January.  Cathy will check on his availability at that time; a decision was deferred. 
• An instrument longterm repair and maintenance fund will require a transfer of $3,100 out 

of unrestricted net assets.  Frank moved ed, Terri seconded, and the motion to move the 
funds was approved. 

• The 2018 pledge to the Diocese is due at the end of the month, and at our current 8.5% 
rate and projected budget, our pledge would be $48,280.  Suzanne moved, Frank seconded, 
and all approved (note: the pledge was made to the Diocese). 

• Consent agenda. Suzanne moves, Skip seconds, and the consent agenda (October 2017 
minutes and Treasurer’s reports) was approved with Don Hazen abstaining. 

 
Closing Announcements 
• Tuck noted that the Racial Reconciliation Workshop has been cancelled as 15 registrants 

were necessary. 
• Greg noted that his 20s love the Vestry announcements 
• Don noted that we are in the process of installing new outside lighting. 
• Grace announced that her time at St. Luke’s is coming to an end; she will be resigning 

effective December 31 to become a full-time mom.   
• Skip had good news, he will be able to continue with treatment (for cancer). 
 
 
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 12, 2017 at 7 p.m. 
 
8:05  p.m., Don moves and Suzanne seconds a motion that the meeting adjourn.  Tuck closed 
the meeting with prayer. 
 
 
Sue Bentley, Clerk 
 
ATTACHMENTS: Agenda, October Minutes and Treasurer’s report, COHI handout, 
FOSL Report to the Vestry.  


