
Saint Luke’s Episcopal Church 
Alexandria, Virginia 

Minutes of the Vestry 
November 11, 2014 

 
Present: Aaron, Bowerfind, T., Bryan, Flowers, Hope, Lamb, Pegher, Phillips, Riley, Silva 
Absent: Beckford, Bowerfind, D., Emeronye-Swift, Manous, Questad,  
 
Bowerfind called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m. Those present recited the Lord’s Prayer. Silva gave the reflection. He also 
read a thank you note written to the vestry by the departing associate rector, the Rev’d Ketlen A. Solak. 
 
Silva proposed one change to the Oct. 14, 2014 minutes, specifically line 34: he requested that the sentence read “Emeronye-
Swift continues to move forward with the Stewardship Committee” rather than “Emeronye-Swift continues to work with the 
Stewardship Committee.” Additionally, Bryan requested to add that the vestry celebrated Solak’s calling to the Brandywine 
Collaborative Ministries in Delaware. Bryan moved that the minutes be accepted as amended. Pegher seconded. The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
Treasurer Alan Hope indicated that pledge receipts are down by $41,797 and also that the offering plate was down by 50 
percent. “We are moving progressively in the wrong direction,” he said. Discussion focused on the historical data which 
indicates that parishioners “catch up” with their pledges by the end of the year. Lamb moved that the treasurer’s report be 
accepted. Riley seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Hope introduced the proposed 2015 budget which won’t be formally approved by the vestry until its December or January 
meeting. Tentative concerns focused on the proposal reflecting a larger operating budget that surpasses pledging income.  
 
The treasurer tentatively sought up to $1,000 to buy a drop safe to hold Sunday receipts - the purchase would decrease the 
number of trips to the bank and streamline the counting process - but Hope withdrew his request until he could get more 
information about the cost and where to place it.  
 
Under “Old Business” discussion focused on whether to send a letter to parishioners who: 
1. never made a FOSL pledged 
2. made a FOSL pledged but didn’t fulfill it 
3. made a FOSL pledged, fulfilled it, and would they like to make another contribution? 
No decision was made regarding soliciting additional contributions at this time.  However, Silva will draft a Thank You Letter 
for those who have pledged and contributed to the FOSL campaign. 
 
Under “New Business” Bowerfind introduced a motion to pledge 10 percent of the operating budget to the Diocese of 
Virginia as the church has done in the past. Pegher opposed basing the pledge on the proposed 2015 budget and suggested 
that it be based on the 2014 actual budget. Lamb moved that the motion be accepted. Bryan seconded. The motion passed 
with Pegher opposing. 
 
Bowerfind indicated that an announcement would be released the following day advertising the vacant parish administrator’s 
position. It would first be advertised internally and later externally should there not be adequate response.  
 
Three to seven people would be asked to serve on the Discernment Committee in search of a new associate rector, Bowerfind 
reported. Sally Hurme has agreed to it. Cathy McPeek, Dawn McMillin, and George Omohundro were suggested as nominees. 
 
George Omohundro was also suggested as the lead on the parish’s potential campaign to raise funds for camp renovation at 
Shrine Mont. $1.7 million has been pledged to date; and additional $800,000 is needed. To date, parishes have not been asked 
to participate.  
 
Rector’s Report: 
• The Day School Board met and awarded Solak the “Excellence with Love” award; the board also agreed to donate $500 to 

her purse.  
• Bowerfind is making plans to insure that J2A programs are “appropriately” run. 
• Thanks was given to those who participated in the recent Senior Saints luncheon. 
Warden’s Report: 



• Silva reported that he will contact a list of 24 potential vestry candidates to determine their interest in running for vestry 
 
Bowerfind led the group in prayer. The vestry adjourned at 9:36 p.m. 
 


