
Minutes of the Vestry 
May 10, 2016 

 
PRESENT:  T. Bowerfind, Joe Manous, Cathy McPeek, Sue Reynolds, Terri O’Connor, 
Chris Weaver, Don Hazen, Katie Schweickhardt, Mike Tindle, David Tucker, Beth Wells, 
Susan Bentley 
ABSENT: Judy Bryan, Grace Pratt, Skip MacMichael 
 
Summary of Actions and Decisions of this meeting 
The following items were approved: 
• Minutes and Treasurers Reports, April 2016. 
• Fundraising events:  Approved the Craft Fair, Sept 24, STDS Silent Auction 

November 12, and Neighbors Helping Neighbors Food Drive this summer. 
  
Announcements 
The BBQ had record sales; there is an updated list of 20s; the Bishop will be visiting on June 
5; Abuse Prevention will be discussed next month; there were 127 surveys submitted for 
analysis; the Time and Talent Fair has been cancelled. 
 
Formation 
At 7:10 p.m., Joe Manous presented a reflection, and Don Hazen shared a reading from Skip 
MacMichael’s blog. 
 
Information 
• Sue Bentley provided an update on newcomers from an email from Judy Bryan.  
• Sue Reynolds updated the Vestry on activities of the InReach committee, including a Caring 

through Casseroles program initiated by Terri O’Connor. 
• Joe Manous presented an update from the newly formed Finance Committee. The initial 

goal is to present the Vestry with a dollar target for the Fall Campaign by the July meeting.  
There will be some salary changes, a proposed sexton position, and adjustments for the 
sabbatical.  The committee does not yet have a chair.  The Committee plans to provide 
monthly information for the bulletin, and note that St. Luke’s is not providing a 10% tithe 
to the Diocese.  Joe notes that the Finance Committee will present options for the Vestry to 
consider with regards to funding priorities. 

• Sue Bentley described the ACCESS St. Luke’s rollout, and was asked to provide goals and 
target dates for the adoption of ACCESS. 

 
Discussion 
• Sabbatical Planning: We need to start working on the next phase of the sabbatical planning; 

there will be one plan regardless of grant funding.  The team assembled to work on the next 
phase will need to develop a schedule and a renewal plan for the congregation.  The team 
should consist of a nucleus of people (and a few people from the initial planning team for 
continuity) to plan, discover what we want, and when to start (see “Renewal Works”).  Joe 
notes that the financial challenges for the congregation are not too great as $35,000 is 
needed in 2017.  Tuck suggests that the new team should read the grant application, and 
start with a presentation to the congregation.  Don explains that it is similar to the 
“Learning Team” process – the church will learn to focus; renewal is the execution of the 
plan.  Don also notes that the Vestry owns the challenge and needs to identify 
approximately 12 people for the team. 

• Fifth Tuesday:  all Vestry members and their spouses are invited to the Hazens’ for 



fellowship and dinner on the 5th Tuesday of May.  
• Vestry Retreat: The retreat traditionally follows the annual meeting, during which the 

Annual Report and budget are distributed and new vestry members are elected.   Discussion 
was held about unlinking the Annual Report from the annual meeting.   We also discussed 
the location for the retreat, and Sue R. and Dave T. both liked VTS; Sue Reynolds 
volunteered to host the Sunday brunch meeting at the Belle Haven Country Club.  It was 
agreed that the Annual Report must be ready before the retreat; options for various dates 
will be considered. 

• SLDS Board meeting report: a committee was established to review the school’s monetary 
contribution to St. Luke’s operating budget.  Currently the school uses 37.5 percent of the 
occupied space and as a proxy, pays that amount of the church’s annual utilities, 
maintenance, and repair.   

• New business: a transgender member of the congregation will be introduced at the June 19 
Adult Forum.  Additional information on transgender issues will be distributed. 

 
Decisions 
The Clerk read the following motions: 

• It is moved that the Vestry approve the Outreach Committee’s application to conduct a 
Craft Fair on Sept 24;  Terri seconds and motion passes. 

• It is moved that the Vestry approve the SLDS’s application to conduct a Silent Auction 
on Nov 12;  Cathy seconds and motion passes. 

• It is moved that the Vestry approve the Outreach Committee’s application to conduct a 
Neighbors Helping Neighbors Food Drive May 15 – June 30;  Bethi seconds and 
motion passes. 

 
Consent Agenda 
• Sue Reynolds moves, Cathy seconds, and all approve the consent agenda (April minutes, 

Treasurer’s Report). 
 
Cathy McPeek moves to adjourn, Tuck dismisses the Vestry. 
  
 
Respectfully submitted by Sue Bentley, Clerk 
 
ATTACHMENTS: Agenda; Minutes and Treasurers report of April 2016, motions. 


