
Minutes of the Vestry 
June 14, 2016 

 
PRESENT:  T. Bowerfind, Grace Pratt, Skip MacMichael, Judy Bryan, Joe Manous, Cathy 
McPeek, Sue Reynolds, Terri O’Connor, Chris Weaver, Don Hazen, Katie Schweickhardt, , 
Beth Wells, Susan Bentley 
ABSENT: Mike Tindle, David Tucker 
 
Summary of Actions and Decisions of this meeting 
The following items were approved: 
• Minutes and Treasurers Reports, May 2016 
• Motion to approve a resolution in honor of the Rev’d Lynda Hergenrather  
• The establishment of a fund to honor the Rev’d Lynda Hergenrather 
• Election of Rob Lamb and George Omohundro as delegate and alternate, 

respectively, to the 2017 Diocesan Convention 
 
Formation 
At 7:08 p.m., the Rev’d Tuck Bowerfind opened the meeting in prayer.  Sr. Warden Don 
Hazen shared a reflection on the Jesus Movement. 
 
Information 
• Judy Bryan mentioned several newcomers: the Rios family and the Williams family. 
• Vestry Nominating Committee has met and have identified four candidates to begin with; 

they also plan to provide a covenant for new members to sign. 
• Joe Manous presented an update from the Finance Committee (handout). He reminds 

Vestry members to ask their committees for 2017 budgets.  Stewardship has asked for 
$1,400 for a dinner, and the hand bell choir would like funds for repairs.  Additionally, a 2% 
increase overall is planned (for cost of living adjustment).  Discussion followed on new 
budget items, such as returning to a full tithe to the Diocese, beginning a fund for 
sabbatical, adjustments in staff compensation, and adding a sexton.  The total budget for 
those items is in excess of $70,000, and any one item takes up half of the projected increase 
in giving ($15,000).  Discussion followed on increasing support of St. Luke’s and the 
stewardship campaign focus.  The Finance Committee was asked to provide the specifics of 
each component, including full compensation costs, so that the Vestry can identify priorities 
for the Stewardship Committee. Additionally, the need for a clear personnel policy to assist 
when hiring was noted.  Various fundraising and budgeting options were discussed. 

 
Discussion 
• RenewalWorks (handout):  Vestry discussed making spiritual growth a priority using the 

RenewalWorks process; members were asked to read the handout in advance of a  July vote 
on purchasing RenewalWorks, and to bring the names of two persons to recommend for a 
team (to conduct 4 workshops two weeks apart in the Spring).  RenewalWorks 
complements a congregational sabbatical plan. 

• Transgender discussion (handouts): On Sunday, June 19, Dylan Kleiman will present his 
experience as a person who is transgender.  Sunday School students and youth have 
processed this, and Dylan has a strong support group with many church members.  
However, for some this is anxiety provoking, and the Vestry needs to be knowledgeable 
and able to direct members to appropriate resources (such as OTLO:PFLAG.pdf).   St. 
Luke’s primary role is to support and protect Dylan.  George Coviello, PLC, will offer two 
Monday night meetings (starting on June 27 at 7:30 p.m.) for interested congregants.  Tuck 



asked the Vestry to eventually consider making a decision that St. Luke’s be as site where 
people can have a support group for people like Dylan. 

• The Rev’d Lynda Hergenrather’s departure (handout): A reception will be held on July 3 for 
our departing Priest Associate.  Sue Reynolds read a draft resolution in honor of Lynda, and 
an endowment fund in honor of Lynda’s service will be established with the annual interest 
used for outreach projects.  The goal is to raise $1,000-$5,000 in donations and gifts.  A 
motion to accept the resolution was offered by Skip, seconded by Cathy, and approved 
(note: the resolution has been submitted to the Diocese. Judy asked that a separate enews 
be written and sent about the fund and Lynda’s departure, and Tuck agreed to draft it.  
Later in the meeting, Beth moved and Judy seconded that “ we develop some type of 
longterm recognition program for Lynda’s service to be funded by gifts and donations”; 
motion passes. 

• Support for Meredith Maple: the Vestry will consider dedicating the plate offering of the 
first Sunday in October to Meredith’s seminary education. 

• Diocesan Convention Delegates: Rob Lamb and George Omohundro have agreed to serve 
again in 2017; Judy so moved, Terri seconded, and the motion passed; Rob Lamb will serve 
as delegate and George will serve as the alternate. 

 
Decisions 
• Following discussion, three decisions were approved: to honor the service of the Rev’d 

Lynda Hergenrather as she retires with a resolution and the establishment of a fund; and to 
elect Rob Lamb and George Omohundro as delegate and alternate to the 2017 Diocesan 
Convention. 

 
Consent Agenda 
• Chris Weaver moves, Skip MacMichael seconds, and all approve the consent agenda (May 

minutes, Treasurer’s Report).  Judy Bryan requests that the Minutes be completed the week 
of the Vestry meeting. 

 
Tuck leads a closing prayer. 
 
Beth Wells moves to adjourn, Sue Reynolds seconds, and the motion passes at 8:57 p.m. 
  
 
Sue Bentley, Clerk 
 
ATTACHMENTS: Agenda; Minutes and Treasurers report of May 2016, motions, 
resolution, Finance Committee handout, Renewal Works handout. 


