
 Saint Luke’s Episcopal Church 
Alexandria, Virginia 

Minutes of the Vestry 
January 14, 2014 

Present: Aaron, Beckford, Flowers, Hope, Hurme, Lamb, Omohundro, Pegher, Riley, Silva, Solak, Swift  

Absent: Bowerfind 

Guests: None 

 Jones opened the meeting at 7:32 p.m. Those present recited the Lord’s Prayer. Beckford gave a reflection. 

 Hurme made a motion to receive the minutes. Beckford seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously. 

 Hope presented the Treasurer’s Report. No motion was made to receive or approve the report. 

 Representing the Nominating Committee, Jones reported that Judy Bryan, Joe Manous, and Eric Phillips all 
agreed to stand for election to the vestry, each agreeing to serve a three-year term. He also indicated that Phillips, 
while not a confirmed Episcopalian, agreed to be received shortly after the Jan. 19 election. Jones also reported that 
Dorothy Bowerfind and Claire Questad agreed to stand for election, each agreeing to serve a one-year term as 
student representatives. 

 Representing the Stewardship Committee, Silva reported that pledges were continuing to be received but 
noted a “significant” drop in the number of pledges received; however, while the number has decreased, people are 
pledging more money.  

 Hope introduced the proposed 2014 budget, noting that expenses outweighed income. Discussion focused 
on trying to “make up” a potential $6,000 deficit. Hope suggested postponing the 1.75 percent COLA for staff until 
the end of 2014. At that time, if funds were available the COLA would be adopted and staff would receive back 
pay. Omohundro disagreed, calling the notion “disrespectful. It’s a shifting of priorities.”  Instead, he suggested, the 
COLA should be adopted immediately and the pledge to the Episcopal Diocese of Virginia should be a contingency 
only if money were available at the end of the year. “It reflects a priority,” Silva said. 

 Omohundro made a motion to implement a 1.75 COLA immediately, Silva seconded the motion. The 
motion was unanimously approved.  

 Omohundro then made a motion to use surplus funds from fundraisers to make up any difference if needed 
for the fulfilment of the Diocesan pledge should the church fall short. Beckford seconded . The motion was 
unanimously approved. 

 Members also agreed that more focus should be placed on trying to bring clergy and lay staff salaries to 
those guidelines recommended by the Diocese. 

 Solak made the closing prayer. The meeting adjourned at 9:14 p.m. 

  
 

  

  

 


