
 

 But fortunately, parishioner Jim 
Poole (above) answered his phone 
last week and readily volunteered to 
help paint the YAC classroom after it 
was damaged late last year by water 
from a leaking roof. Once a new tile 
floor is installed next week, students 
will be able to return to their 
classroom.  In the meantime, gently 
used sofas are being solicited to 
replace the worn, faded sofas now in 
some of the classrooms on the third 
floor. Call the office to arrange a 
pickup.                             - Jeffrey Aaron 
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Good help is 
hard to find… 

First row l-r: John, Grace, Grace, Kerry, Lindsay. Second row l-r: Lily, Jeremy, 
Christian, Juliette 

 This is Saint Luke’s Season of Endowment. We 
hope people will be joining our Endowment 
Society for years and decades to come.  However, 
membership in our Founders Society is limited to 
those of us who sign a pledge card by the end of 
this month, February, to join. 
 Unlike the annual pledge campaign, the 
Endowment pledge card does not call for a specific 
amount of money. Rather, it witnesses a 
commitment that within a reasonable period of 

time we will make or amend our wills to leave a meaningful gift to 
Saint Luke’s. So, this is a very forward looking and long term project. 
(At least let’s hope so . . . leaving a gift in our wills). 
 Our Endowment will be very secure. All funds collected into 
Endowment will be professionally managed by the Diocese of 
Virginia. No expenditures will be made until the fund grows to 
$500,000. Expenditures will be limited to four to five percent per year 
to ensure the fund’s perpetuity. 
 The Endowment is not meant to substitute for our annual campaign 
and is not intended to provide for ongoing operating costs.  So, the 
question is for what will it be used? I have heard two schools of 
thought which I call place and purpose. By place members hope their 
money will assure the continued existence of our building and 
congregation as this friendly church at the bend of Fort Hunt Road, as 
it has been for all of us. Purpose speaks more directly toward missions 
and outreach in the community and beyond, as needs arise and 
become defined. 
 I believe the answer is “all of the above.” I also believe I do not 
have to make such determinations, as that will be the province of 
future vestries. And, that is what I find most inspiring about joining the 
Founders Society of Endowment. We are all at Saint Luke’s out of a 
sense of faith. I have faith that future members of our church will be 
reasonable and caring people who will make good use of the resources 
we are privileged to leave them. Joining the Endowment Society is a 
way to be in communion and connection with future generations at 
Saint Luke’s, promoting its continued place and purpose. - Drew 
Hutcheson, Jr. 

 
 

Endowment campaign underway 
See Front Page.  
 
Zelda Shute: “I listen to my 
heart.” See Page 2. 
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Ash Wednesday, March 5, 2014 
7 a.m., The Holy Eucharist 

8 a.m., Youth Breakfast 
12 noon, The Holy Eucharist 

5:30 p.m., Ashes 
7:30 p.m., The Holy Eucharist 
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 This is a story of an ordinary 
saint, about how one member of 
the body of Christ chooses to live 
her life and perform acts to glorify 
His name in the ministry of 
outreach. 
 Zelda Shute says that she 
simply listens to God. That was 
not always the case, and she 
admits that she doesn’t listen to 
God as readily and as closely as 
He wants her to. But her 
attentiveness comes from the 
inspiration she received when she 
read and discussed the Parable of 
the Talents, Matthew 25:14-30, in 
a Bible study a few years ago. She 
understood immediately that 
although a talent is actual money 
as represented in the verse, it 
obviously represented the gifts 
that God gave us and expects us 
to utilize in His service. 
 Zelda recognized that God 
has bestowed upon her many 
different talents and skills, albeit a 
limited number. (She admits that 
she is not a singer!) She knows 
that she is a master organizer, and 
she’s an excellent, careful driver. 
She knows tons of people through 
her connections with the church 
and community, and she’s able to 
so nicely and enthusiastically 
persuade them to help with a 
project they’re hardly even aware 
of what they are saying “yes” to 
do! Best of all, she knows how to 
employ these particular gifts to 
ease her neighbor’s hunger or 
distress. 
 Zelda’s ability to utilize her 
talents has grown exponentially 
over time. She said that soon after 
the message in Matthew was 
revealed to her, she saw a notice 
in Saint Luke’s weekly bulletin 
about the need for drivers for 
Meals on Wheels. Her first 
thought to herself was “I’m a 
great driver!” and her next 

thought was “I love to meet 
people!” The gig sounded like a 
perfect fit. Zelda recruited a friend 
to join her, and her friend 
simultaneously recruited Zelda to 
shop for 
Kennedy 
Shelter 
lunches. 
They 
both love 
to shop, 
and this 
gave 
them the 
opportunity to shop together 
while helping others in need. In 
addition, if one of them had 
conflicting obligations or 
scheduling conflicts, the jobs still 
got done, since they had each 
other’s backs. They also 
discovered that while these 
activities didn’t take much time to 
accomplish their contributions 
and participation made a huge 
difference to the recipients of the 
meals and food that were 
delivered to the homes and to the 
shelter. 
 “Friends helping friends, 
neighbors helping neighbors.” 
You’ll hear Zelda say this 
frequently. It’s a natural message 
and practically a mantra for her. 
She believes that God is counting 
on her to listen and discern the 
needs of others, and figure out 
how to best utilize her talents to 
help those in need. Zelda initiated 
the concept of neighborhood food 
drives in the summer time to 
collect food donations for UCM. 
Usually a teen youth member 
helps to organize the campaign, 
spreading the word through the 
school community and 
neighborhoods. The message and 
the level of involvement spread far 
beyond the walls of Saint Luke’s 
parish. She is the founder and of 

driving force behind Rock Against 
Hunger. Several Christmases ago 
Zelda received a call from a 
caseworker seeking help for a 
single mom with four young boys. 
Zelda recalls feeling the pressure 
the season bearing down on her 
when she answered the phone,  
but she took a deep breath, and 
heard the voice of God telling her 
to slow down for just a moment 
and listen. That first year Saint 
Luke’s helped a single family, and 
the 2013 “Adopt a Family” 
campaign aided well over a dozen 
families. Zelda believes that the 
more our parish reaches out to the 
community, the more we will 
benefit from those encounters.  
 When conversing with Zelda 
about her activities, one begins to 
ask: “What is at least one talent 
that I might use to live up to the 
potential that God sees in me?” 
Speak with Zelda or a member of 
the Outreach Committee, or a 
member of the vestry to find out 
about opportunities that will put 
your talents to good use. Doing 
even just one thing will make a 
huge difference in someone’s life, 
and will be a true reflection of 
God’s love for us and for each 
other. Zelda welcomes new ideas 
for outreach opportunities. 
 Zelda is a conduit for God’s 
grace and a prime example of 
what Jesus actually does. As 
Zelda says, “I listen to my heart.” 
Her heart speaks volumes. Zelda 
believes each of us can learn to 
listen and employ our talents, too. 
Becoming active members in 
God’s plan will enrich us all. – 
Marjy Jones 

Zelda Shute: “I listen to my heart.” 

WORDS OF WISDOM 
“First, love yourself. Then! 
You can love others.”      
                           - John, age 74  


