
Minutes of the Vestry 
December 8, 2015 

 
PRESENT:  T. Bowerfind, Judy Bryan, Joe Manous, Cathy McPeek, Grace Pratt, Charity 
Swift, Mike Tindle, Susan Bentley, Jane Flowers, David Riley, Beth Wells 
ABSENT:  Eric Phillips, Alan Hope, David Tucker  
 
Summary of Actions and Decisions of this meeting 
The following items were approved: 
• Minutes and Treasurers Reports, November 2015. 
• Fundraisers: SHOUT on Jan 23, Painting Classes (Jan and Feb) 
 
At 7:30 p.m., Tuck Bowerfind led the Vestry in Prayer. Beth Wells presented a reflection. 
 
Consent Agenda 
• Minutes: November 10, 2015, approved. 
• November Treasurer’s Finance and Budget Report, approved as distributed. 
• Stewardship Results presented (handout) 

 
Mission and Discipleship 
• Nominating Committee: Eric Phillips will be stepping down from Vestry at the end of 

2015.  Discussion concerning the length of terms, the size of each class, and the role of 
youth Vestry members followed.  St. Luke’s can have up to 12 voting members.  Judy Bryan 
motioned to have 3 classes of 4 members and 1 appointed youth representative each year.  
Beth Wells seconded, and the vote carried.  The nominating committee will develop the 
slate of candidates; they are scheduled to appear at Adult Forum on January 10. 

• Everyone is reminded that the Annual Report needs input, and asked to work with 
committee chairs. 

• The Pumpkin Patch Committee requested that 15% of this year’s proceeds be designated to 
the Outreach and Endowment funds to acknowledge the St. Luke’s community’s 
involvement.  Tuck explained that,  "all fundraising requires Vestry approval for specific 
purposes.  Funds raised in excess of the specific purposes approved revert to the 
Vestry.  In such cases, the Vestry will consult with the fundraising group the use of 
excess funds with the understanding that the decision about how to use the excess 
resides with the Vestry."  Joe acknowledged that a higher contribution to Outreach and 
Endowment could be helpful in recruiting additional members of the congregation to help 
with the Patch, but that the Vestry would prefer to take a holistic look at these practices.  
Cathy, Mike, and Grace raised concerns about publicizing “support of youth programs” 
and something else like operating costs.   However, Tuck noted that surpluses are generally 
accumulated through small excesses over time, and the Vestry makes the decision about the 
use of these funds.  At this time, the Patch will follow the 10% commitment to Outreach 
and Endowment, and the focus will be on getting more participants (volunteers) next year. 

New Business 
• Fundraising request for wine & cheese event to raise funds for SHOUT on January 23; 

approved.  Fundraising request for two painting events to raise funds in support of art at 



Creekside (where we tutor); approved, request needs to be resubmitted on appropriate 
form. 

• Tuck Bowerfind received a letter concerning St. Luke’s support of VOICE, specifically that 
the listing in their January 2015 annual report (for 2014) stating that “St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church supports VOICE.”  This reflects contributions made to VOICE through St. Luke’s 
Outreach Committee.  Tuck will let Outreach know of the opposition to support of 
VOICE, but Outreach has the authority to review, approve, and designate contributions.  
St. Luke’s is not a member of VOICE.   

• Vestry Retreat (3 handouts): Joe stated that the Retreat is about getting to know each other 
and to learn about the business parts of the church.  There are two decisions to be made: 
what do we want to get out of the retreat, and where do we want to have it.  Judy Bryan 
distributed a fifth scenario for consideration.  Discussion followed.  (NOTE: Retreat will be 
held locally at VTS on January 29-31; deposit to Roslyn was forfeited). 

 
Tuck thanks David Riley, Charity Swift, and Jane Flowers for their service during their term on 
Vestry. 
 
The Vestry meeting adjourned at 9:42 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Sue Bentley, Clerk 
 
ATTACHMENTS: Agenda; Minutes and Treasurers report of November 2015, various 
Retreat agendas, fundraising applications. 


