
	
Minutes of the Vestry 1	

May 3, 2015 2	
 3	

PRESENT:  T. Bowerfind, Will Johnson, Jane Flowers, Joe Manous, David Tucker, Beth Wells, 4	
Mike Tindle, Judy Bryan, Charity Swift, and Susan Bentley 5	

GUEST: John Young 6	

ABSENT: Alan Hope, Eric Phillips, David Riley, Mike Tindle  7	

Summary of Actions and Decisions of this meeting 8	

• The following items were approved: 9	
o Revised 2015 Budget to account for additional 2015 pledges 10	
o Authorized Sr. Warden Joe Manous to enter St. Luke’s into a lease with Verizon 11	

At 9:10 a.m., Tuck Bowerfind led the Vestry in prayer.  12	
 13	
Budget:  14	

Joe Manous explained that the increase in 2015 pledges has been verified, and the “factor” is 50% of what it was; 15	
we can expect pledges to cover the A$40K for an assistant rector in the budget, noting that the salary has not yet 16	
been negotiated.  Our balanced budget is $40,000 less than last year; this is a stewardship issue. 17	

Dave Riley asked if this is an issue with the way pledges were counted, but Joe noted that the issue was not 18	
systemic but that pledges came in later than usual. 19	

Joe presents Motion 1 as follows: 20	

Motion 1 – The 2015 budget for St Luke’s Episcopal Church operating income be amended from $430,312 21	
to $445,000. 22	

Background – Due to the conclusion of the 2015 stewardship campaign occurring in January 2015, pledges were received after 23	
the 2015 budget was prepared.  While new pledges often are received throughout the year, a number of pledges were identified that 24	
would normally be included in the regular budget development process.  The identification of $15,000 in pledges is notable as they 25	
will eliminate the 2015 operating budget deficit, thereby funding planned 2015 church activities.  The reasonableness of this 26	
budget amendment was identified by the Senior Warden through a review of pledges received and verified by an independent review 27	
of pledges received by the Treasurer in March 2015.  28	

Charity Swift and Dave Riley second; all in favor and motion passes. 29	

Verizon Lease: 30	

John Young summarizes the Verizon Wireless contract proposal; David Riley asks if it will use the existing 31	
steeple.  John explains that it will fit within the existing structure, the plans have been reviewed, and that the cost 32	
to St. Luke’s is $0 except for time.  The work will begin in June, and all work will take place when the Day School 33	
is out of session, 34	

Joe Manous reads Motion 2 as follows: 35	

Motion 2 – The Vestry grants the Senior Warden authority to enter St Luke’s Episcopal Church in a lease 36	
with Verizon Wireless for the purpose of Verizon Wireless using ~250 ft^3 of church roof space to install 37	
antennas and related communications equipment. 38	

Background – St Luke’s Church and Verizon Wireless have been in negotiations for over a year concerning the use of a portion 39	
of the church’s roof space similar to existing leases with Sprint, AT&T, and T-Mobile.  The existing leases have performed well 40	



	
by generating needed revenues used for capital improvements with little or no negative impact on church operations or church 41	
appearance by the lessees’ activities.  The effort to establish a lease with Verizon Wireless has involved several parishioners, but 42	
most notably efforts by John Young with Ben Griffin providing legal assistance and review.  The lease will provide an initial, one-43	
time “signing fee” and “construction fee” of $2,100 and $10,000, respectively, with the annual lease amount being $22,000 44	
paid in equal monthly payments.  The period of the initial lease is 5-years with 3 automatic 5-year extensions.  The annual 45	
amount of the lease will increase by 3% per year to include each of the extension years. 46	

Judy Bryan seconds; all in favor and motion passes. 47	

The Vestry thanks John Young and the team for their work. 48	

Joe Manous asks if we should reconsider our near-term goals.  For eaxmple, Goal 1, Worship, is a discussion 49	
point for the next Vestry meeting. Judy asks how binding the plans are, and Joe indicates that there is no 50	
commitment, but they merit careful review.  Beth asks what the problem is, and Joe indicates that in 51	
conversations with folks in the congregation, they seem to be wondering where they fit in.  And the budget raises 52	
issues about the future as well. 53	

Joe motions, Judy seconds that the meeting adjourn. 54	

Meeting adjourns at 9:25 a.m. 55	

 56	
Respectfully submitted by Susan Bentley 57	
 58	
ATTACHMENTS: Agenda; Motions; Lease worksheet. 59	


