
 
First Sunday after the Epiphany; Baptism of our Lord Jesus Christ 

January 7, 2017, 5 p.m. 
 
 
Welcome 
 
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People: And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for  ever .  Amen.
 
“Here I am Lord” 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, 
I have heard my people cry. 
All who dwell in deepest sin 
My hand will save. 
I who made the stars of night, 
I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them? 
Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 
Here I am Lord. Is it I Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, 
I have borne my people's pain. 
I have wept for love of them. 
They turn away. 
I will break their hearts of stone, 
Give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak my word to them, 
Whom shall I send? Refrain 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, 
I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them. 
My hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide 
Till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give my life to them. 
Whom shall I send? Refrain 
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Welcome to visitors and 
members alike. Our 
church’s motto is: “The 
Episcopal Church 
Welcomes You” and we 
hope you find this a most 
hospitable place to 
worship, to grow, and to 
be. 
 
The opening prayer, or 
collect, changes every 
Sunday of the church year. 
It is tailored toward the 
church season we are in. 
 
The baby Jesus grows up 
very fast in the church 
calendar. He is born on 
December 25, we celebrate 
his name and circumcision 
on January 1, and the visit 
of the wise Men to the 
stable on January 6, the 
Epiphany. Here we are 
right after the Epiphany, 
and Jesus is all grown up, 
presenting himself to John 
for Baptism in the Jordan 
River. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
God be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 

Collect of the Day 

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan 
proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: 
Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may keep the covenant 
they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who with 
you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. 
Amen. 

The Gospel  
 
The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you,  O Chris t .  

Matthew 3:13-17 

Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 
John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, 
and do you come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for 
it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he 
consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from 
the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice 
from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well 
pleased.”  

The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise  to you,  O Chris t .  
 
Homily: The Rev’d Tuck Bowerfind 
 
Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
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The Lectionary: The choice of 
readings comes from the 
Revised Common Lectionary, a 
three-year cycle of readings 
covering the whole Bible that 
we share with other major 
Christian denominations. 

There is always a Gospel 
reading and it is proclaimed by 
the deacon or priest from 
among the people. The gospel 
is the story of Jesus Christ 
among us, but it is also our 
story, the good news of our 
faith. 

 

 

The Nicene Creed is the 
expression of our common 
belief as Christians. It is an 
ancient document of faith and 
recited broadly across many 
denominations around the 
world and throughout time.  
Also, the saying goes that 
whatever the preacher mixes 
up, the Creed will correct.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People (from the New Zealand Prayer Book) 
 
Caring God, we thank you for your gifts in creation: for our world,  
the heavens te l l  o f  your g lory ;  
for our land, its beauty and its resources, 
for  the r i ch her i tage we enjoy .  
We pray: for those who make decisions about the resources of the earth, 
that we may use your g i f t s  responsibly ;  
for those who work on the land and sea, in city and industry, 
that al l  may enjoy the f rui ts  o f  the ir  labors  and marve l  at  your creat ion;  
for artists, scientists and visionaries, 
that  through their  work we may see  creat ion afresh.  

Silence 
We thank you for giving us life; 
For al l  who enri ch our exper ience .  
We pray: for all who through their own or others’ actions are deprived of 
fullness of life,  
for  pr isoners ,  re fugees ,  the handicapped,  and al l  who are s i ck;  
For those in politics, medical science, social and relief work, and for your 
Church, 
for  a l l  who seek to br ing l i f e  to  others .   

Silence 
We thank you that you have called us to celebrate your creation. 
Give us reverence for  l i f e  in your world.  
We thank you for your redeeming love; 
May your word and sacrament s trengthen us to love you as you love us .  

Silence 
God, Creator, bring us life. 
Jesus ,  Redeemer,  renew us.  
Holy Spirit, strengthen and guide us. 
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The prayers of the people are 
always responsive.  They are “of 
the people” because everyone 
gives voice to the supplications. 
It is part of our liturgy where it 
is most evident that we would 
be noticeably less without the 
contribution of each person 
present. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
God of peace, let us your people know, that at the heart of 
turbulence there is an inner calm that comes from faith in you.  
Keep us from being content with things as they are, that from this 
central peace there may come a creative compassion, a thirst for 
justice, and a willingness to give of our selves in the spirit of 
Christ.  Amen.  
 
The Peace 
The peace of Christ be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 
“I want to walk as a child of the light” 
 
I want to walk as a child of the light;  
I want to follow Jesus.  
God set the stars to give light to the world;  
The star of my life is Jesus. 
 
Refrain 
In him there is no darkness at all;  
The night and the day are both alike.  
The Lamb is the light of the city of God.  
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 
I want to see the brightness of God;  
I want to look at Jesus.  
Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path  
And show me the way to the Father.  
Refrain 
 
I’m looking for the coming of Christ;  
I want to be with Jesus.  
When we have run with patience the race,  
We shall know the joy of Jesus. Refrain 
 
Everyone is invited to gather in a half circle around the altar for communion. 
 
Birthday Blessing 
 
O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray,  
on your servants begins another year. Grant that they may grow 
in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness  
all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Peace has been 
exchanged at the Eucharist 
since the time of the 
Apostles. It is both the 
proper response to the Word, 
and our expression of 
reconciliation with one 
another before we come to 
the altar to be reconciled with 
God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
The Holy Eucharist (EOW Eucharistic Prayer 3) 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We l i f t  them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It  i s  r ight  to g ive  our thanks and praise .  
 
All thanks and praise 
are yours at all times and in all places, 
our true and loving God; 
through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, 
the Wisdom from on high by whom you created all things. 
You laid the foundations of the world 
and enclosed the sea when it burst out from the womb; 
You brought forth all creatures of the earth 
and gave breath to humankind. 
 
Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, 
all you create is a sign of hope for our journey; 
And so as the morning stars sing your praises 
we join the heavenly beings and all creation 
as we shout with joy: 
 
Holy,  holy ,  holy  Lord, 
God of  power and might ,  
heaven and earth 
are fu l l  o f  your g lory .  
Hosanna in the highest .  
Blessed i s  he 
who comes in the 
name o f  the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest .  
 
Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, 
your Word has never been silent; 
you called a people to yourself, as a light to the nations, 
you delivered them from bondage 
and led them to a land of promise. 
Of your grace, you gave Jesus 
to be human, to share our life, 
to proclaim the coming of your holy reign 
and give himself for us, a fragrant offering. 
 
Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, 
you have freed us from sin, 
brought us into your life, 
reconciled us to you, 
and restored us to the glory you intend for us. 
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For Episcopalians, the Eucharist, 
rather than the sermon, is the 
principle act of Christian worship. 
The Eucharistic prayer always 
entails a full proclamation of the 
heart of the Gospel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
    We thank you that on the night before he died for us 

Jesus took bread, 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, 
gave it to his friends and said: 
“Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, 
said the blessing, gave it to his friends and said: 
“Drink this, all of you: 
this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, 
poured out for you and for all 
for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
And so, remembering all that was done for us: 
the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and ascension, 
longing for Christ’s coming in glory, 
and presenting to you these gifts 
your earth has formed and human hands have made, 
we acclaim you, O Christ: 
 
Dying,  you destroyed our death.  
Ris ing ,  you res tored our l i f e .  
Chris t  Jesus ,  come in g lory !  

 
Send your Holy Spirit upon us 
and upon these gifts of bread and wine 
that they may be to us 
the Body and Blood of your Christ. 
Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power, 
may be a people of hope, justice and love. 
 
Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, 
and in the fullness of time gather us 
with [blessed _______, and] all your people 
into the joy of our true eternal home. 
 
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
we worship you our God and Creator 
in voices of unending praise. 

 
Blessed are you now and for  ever .  
AMEN. 

 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, 
we are bold to say, 



 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name,  
    thy kingdom come,  
    thy will be done,  
        on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
    as we forgive those  
        who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
    but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
    and the power, and the glory,  
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the bread. A moment of silence follows. 

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People: There fore  l e t  us keep the f east .  Alle luia.  

Communion 

All are invited to receive communion. If you would rather receive a blessing, please cross 
your arms in front of your chest. Gluten-free wafers are available. 

Post communion prayer  Please stand. 
 
Loving God, we g ive  you thanks for  res tor ing us in your image and 
nourishing us with spir i tual  food in the Sacrament o f  Chris t ’ s  Body 
and Blood.   Now send us for th a people ,  forg iven,  healed,  renewed;  
that we may proc laim your love to the world and cont inue in the r i sen 
l i f e  o f  Chris t  our Savior .   Amen.  
 
Blessing 
 
Live without fear: your Creator has made you holy, has always protected 
you, and loves you as a mother. Go in peace to follow the good road and 
may God’s blessing be with you always.  Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer is the 
prayer that Jesus gave to his 
followers when they asked him 
to teach then to pray.  It is a 
form on which we can model 
our prayers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Eucharist, or 
Communion, is reminiscent of 
the Passover meal that Jesus 
shared with his disciples before 
his death.  Now he shares it 
with us and invites all of us to 
share symbolically in his life, 
death, and resurrection through 
it.  It should remind us that we 
are Christ’s body in our time. 

 

 

 

 

One of the roles of the priest is 
to declare the eternal truth of 
God’s ever-present blessing to 
God’s people. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

"I’ve got Peace Like a River” 
 

I've got peace like a river 
I've got peace like a river 
I've got peace like a river 

In my soul 
 

I've got love like an ocean 
I've got love like an ocean 
I've got love like an ocean 

In my soul 
 

I've got joy like a fountain 
I've got joy like a fountain 
I've got joy like a fountain 

In my soul 
 

Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 

Preacher: The Rev’d Tuck Bowerfind 
Celebrant: The Rev’d Grace Pratt 

Musicians: Dave Pratt, Suzanne Odom 


